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Section - A

Q1. Foreign Direct Investment helps to increase the investment level and thereby income
and employment in the recipient country. However, on the flip side, it can also reduce
internal resilience of the domestic economy. Comment. (10 Marks)
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Q2. When technological progress takes place, it calls for new type of skills to handle new
_technologies effectively. But when the rate of new skill formation lacks in keeping
pace with new technologies, it results in surplus labour specmllzed in older skills. To
what extent will this impinge upon Industry 4.0’s success? Analyse. (10 Marks)
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Q3. A contraction in manufacturing output, especially in the sensitive capital and consumer
goods segment, pulls down industrial growth. Examine their impact on Make in India
programme. . (10 Marks)
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Q4. Trends in the labour force participation rate and unemployment do not reflect social
or economic mobility. What do you make out of this statement? Analyse with reference
to the recent labour force participation rate data. (10 Marks)
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Q5. The “paradox of economic growth” is where the economy grows but so does income
inequality. Analyse the statement with reference to the latest report released by Oxfam.
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Q6. Limited access to social security (especially health and pensions) and reduced state
contributions in social sector are primary reasons behind high incidence and prevalence

of poverty. Comment. (10 Marks)
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Q7. Majority of the Indian states financial position appears to be somewhat stretched. Both
the fiscal deficit and the debt to GDP ratio of the states look problematic. Analyse the
stand taken by 15" Finance Commission and critically evaluate its potential operational
effectiveness. m
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Q8. According to Fugitive Economic Offenders Ordinance, 2018, a fugitive is defined as
someone who has left India to avoid criminal prosecution or who is already overseas
and refuses to return to face the law. Taking a cue from the statement, differentiate
between a Fugitive Economic Offender and a non-wilful defaulter. Also analyse steps
taken both at domestic and global level to eliminate such loopholes. (10 Marks)
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Q9.
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Has Anti-India sentiments in Nepal and Bangladesh provided a fertile ground for non-
state actors to wage a proxy war against India, utilizing these two land frontiers? How
should India attempt to eliminate this peril? (10 Marks)
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Q10. It is estimated that about 15 to 18 million illegal Bangladeshi immigrants are in India,
who are spread all over the North Eas!em States. Critically examine the risk factor the
situation brings with it. (10 Marks)
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Section - B
Q11. The diagnosis of worsening Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) reveals five different causes.
Analyse these causes and suggest fiscal stimulus and reformatory measures to clean

up the underlying reasons for drought in Credit mechanism. (15 Marks)
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Q12. By diversifying the export basket, India's Foreign Trade Policy has tried to explore new

markets and products, besides increasing India's share in its existing traditional domains.
Analyse key features features and operational effectiveness of Trade Policy 2015-2020.
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Q13. Discuss India's export and import trade basket in light of deglobalization threats.

Explore areas where India can chart out a new growth strategy. (15 Marks)
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n-/

Q14. The WTO and the Doha Development Agenda has remained a white elephant which
India and other developing nations have been trying hard to move around. What do
you make out of this statement? What options are available to India in shaping
effectiveness of WTO? (15 Marks)
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Q15. As start-ups turn out to be a major source of revenue and employment, governments
from across the world have been going out of their way_to facilitate the entrepreneurial

dream. Discuss the role played by angel investors and government support in felicitating
the Start-up growth story. (15 Marks)
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Q16. Railway Budget was used as a pohhcal tool with decisions made on new trains, routes,
olitical consideratio the
merger of the Railway Budget with Union Budget hal/tﬂlﬁe_tf_/mierwigﬂ‘ Examine.

(15 Marks)
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Q17. The tax-GDP ratio in the country is lowered by 2-3 percentage points for its level of
per capita GDP. The reasons for the low tax ratio have to be found in the exemption
to agricultural incomes, widespread tax preferences due to multiple objectives loaded
into tax policy, tax abuse by multinationals and poor tax administration. Illustrate with

examples. (15 Marks)
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Q18. The word ‘media’ is derived from the word medium, signifying mode or carrier. Media
is intended to reach and address a large target group or audience. Comment to what
extent the paid news and media biasedness has jeopardized the overall credibility
framework. (15 Marks)
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Q19. The World Wide Web and web 2.0 technologies have given rise to electronic media
where even a common man can express views through blogs, website posts, Facebook

and twitter like social media. Discuss the communication revolution that these structural
frameworks have created. (15 Marks)
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Q20. A liquidity trap occurs after a severe recession, where families and businesses are
afraid to spend no matter how much credit is available. Is this the situation in India?
Discuss. . (15 Marks)
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